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Get Involved!
Visit www.ZincSavesKids.org for more
details on the Zinc Saves Kids initiative;
the vast scope of the zinc-deficiency
problem and ways we can work together
to end this preventable tragedy.
Persons or corporations wishing to
become more involved are encouraged
to download the fundraising and media
kit. Exhibit banners and color brochures
to support fundraising efforts are also
available. They are currently available in
English, but Chinese, Czech, Dutch,
Finnish, French, German, Italian,
Japanese, Norwegian, Portuguese,
Spanish and Swedish versions are being
developed. To request copies of the
printed materials, materials, please send
an email to zincsaveskids@zinc.org

Welcome to the first edition of the
Zinc Saves Kids e-newsletter
Each year, 450,000 children are at risk of d ying from zi nc
deficiency and resulting complications such as diarrhea,
pneumonia and malaria. A few extra milligrams of zinc eve ry
day can literally be the difference between life or death. And
it costs so little. Just 50 c ents will give a child a 10-14 day
course of zinc tablets to treat acute diarrhea and 1-4 US$ will
give a child preventive zinc treatment for an entire year.
UNICEF and IZA have joined forces through the Zinc Saves
Kids initiative to provi de zinc-containing supplements as a
quick, effective and inexpensive response to this gl obal
crisis.
This issue of the newsletter is dedicated to the m any ways
you can help us put an end to z inc deficiency. Whether
through raising awareness or do nating money, your
contribution to Zinc Saves K ids will save lives. Children are
our greatest resource; help give them a chance to live.
Back to top

Zinc Saves Kids Initiative

Link to our Website
Show support to the Zinc Saves Kids
initiative by downloading the banner of
the campaign onto your company’s

In January 2010, the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and the Interna tional Zinc Association (IZA)
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website and linking to
www.ZincSavesKids.org.
Banner available here.

Facebook and Podcasts
Soon to come is a dedicated Zinc Saves
Kids Facebook page and a short Podcast
video. So watch this space!

How Can You Help?
Personal donations can be made online
via PayPal. PayPal will issue a receipt.
http://www.zincsaveskids.org/donate.html
To donate by check, please make your
check payable to Zinc Saves Kids™
Program and send to: International Zinc
Association, Attn. Dawn Raymond, Suite
120, 1822 East NC Highway 54, Durham,
NC 27713, USA. IZA will issue a receipt.
IZA is filing for charitable status of Zinc
Saves Kids in a number of countries and
will soon be able to issue tax receipts for
personal donations in the USA, Canada,
European Union, Brazil and Peru. For
further information, please contact zskdonations@zinc.org.

launched “Zinc Saves Kids”. The initiative will raise funds to
support UNICEF’s zinc s upplementation programs for
children in developing countries.
Zinc deficiency is a major health threat for children in lowincome countries but it is one
which can be readily
addressed with cheap, simple and existing tools such as zinc
supplements. A numb er of lo cal zinc supplementation
programs are already being implemented in some c ountries
with excellent results, especial ly in the treatment an d
prevention of diarrhea. Diarrhea constitutes the second most
common cause of chi ld deaths worldwide. Two million
children under the age of five die from d iarrhea every year.
The provision of zi nc supplements will help improve the
survival, growth and development of these children.
At a meeti ng during the World Economic Forum, Don
Lindsay, Chairman of IZA and President and CEO of Teck
Resources, presented UNICEF Executive Director A nn
Veneman with a check for U S$1.66 million as part of IZA' s
multi-year commitment to raise funds for Zinc Saves Kids.
“Children are our greatest resource, we can’t allow that
millions of the m die ever y year, especially when zinc is p art
of the sol ution,” says Don Lindsay, President and CEO of
Teck Resources Limited and Chairman of the Internati onal
Zinc Association.
Back to top

Where Will
Contributions
Go?
Contributions to the
Zinc
Saves Kids campaign will flow
initially into UNICEF’s ongoing
supplementation projects in
Peru and Nepal. As additional
monies
are
raised, the
program will expand to other at
risk areas.
Peru was selected as a pri ority site si nce over 40% of it' s
population is at risk of inadequate zinc intake. Zinc Saves
Kids in Peru will:

Corporate donations: Fundraising
programs benefiting the Zinc Saves Kids
initiative offer unique opportunities for
companies to make a difference in the
survival, growth and development of
undernourished children around the
world. To learn more about becoming a
corporate donor to the Zinc Saves Kids
campaign, please inquire at: zskdonations@zinc.org.

1. Improve b y 40% the zinc intake in ch ildren under three
years of age through the multi-micronutrient powder
supplementation and the
promotion of adequ ate
complementary feeding.

Need fundraising ideas? Whether you
are an individual or a company, we have
a repertoire of ideas to get you started.
We also offer you personalized support
to your fundraising activity. Contact us at
ZincSavesKids@zinc.org

3. Reduce by 30% the anemia prevalence in children under
three years old through micronutrient supplementation.

2. Reduce by 15% the inc idence and severity of di arrhea
diseases in children under five years old in vulnerable areas,
by using zinc supplementation as a therapy.

4. Improve the knowledge about effective zi nc interventions
in public programs of survival, growth and child development.
The Peruvian Ministry of H ealth does not currently have a
specific strategy to pr event and contr ol zinc deficiency.
Activities implemented within the Zinc Saves Kids initiative
will help the Ministry of Health adjust its strategy for zinc
supplementation nationwide.
In Nepal, almost 50% of c hildren under the age of five years

2

suffer from c hronic malnutrition, or in other words are
stunted. Stunting is associ ated with severe zinc deficie ncy.
Also of great concern is that almost half of the children under
five years and approximately 75% of children under two
years of age suffer from a nemia. Due to lack of access to
micronutrient-rich foods (inc luding zinc), diarrhea and
pneumonia are currently the leading causes of death in
children under five.
Following a recommendation of UNICEF and WHO, in 2005,
the Nepalese Ministry of Health started administration of zinc
tablets in addition to its oral rehydration therapy. This
intervention was extended to 68 health districts by 2009 - out
of a tot al of 75 health districts nationwide. However, zinc
coverage is far from optimum. There is erratic and
inadequate supply of z inc tablets; poor logistics
management; lack of a wareness concerning the intervention
in the comm unity; and inadequate understanding of th e
treatment even amongst health service providers.
Therefore, Zinc Saves K ids will support a p ilot project
involving four delivery models in six districts in order to
identify a cost effective and efficient program design for t he
national scale up of micron utrient powder supplementation
including zinc. Following, Zinc Saves Ki ds will fund the
expansion of this mod el in an additional 15 health districts. It
is envisaged that approximately two million children under
the age of two will be reached through this supplementation
program and that the growth and nutritional status of 3.8
million children under the age of five will be improved.
Back to top
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